
The main objective of this file is to show the major intermediate points of our visit of Dallol depression.  We would not 

like to present quality pictures but we would like to clearly show their sequence and locations. The pictures have been 

extracted from video made by the Sony HDR XR500 video camera with GPS, recording the Latitude and the Longitude 

relevant to the pictures. Besides, the time of recording is also shown. Since altitude is not recorded it will be shown at 

the end of this file based on data from Garmin Geko 201 GPS (it is a bit old but we like it very much).  

The next day after arrival from Erta Ale volcano we went to Dallol. We spent about half a day in Dallol and, in our 

opinion, it was sufficient to see everything which we would like to see. The pictures below show the sequence of visits of 

different Dallol sites. 

 Each pictorial line includes a) a brief description of the picture; b) the picture; c) position information; d) the time of 

recording. 

1. We came to the main Dallol site. At the beginning military people (they are visible on the back) checked the 

track. Elevation measured by Geko 201 GPS -123 meters (123 meters below sea level). 

                

2. The land in the Dallol area. 

                

3. The land in the Dallol area. You can see abandoned Italian camp on the back.. 

                

4. The land in the Dallol area. 

                

5. The land in the Dallol area. 



                

6. The land in the Dallol area. 

                

7. The land in the Dallol area. 

                

8. The way back to our cars in the Dallol area. As you can see from the indicated times we spent in this area about 

1 hour and 50 minutes. The temperature was 35-37 degree. The way is short and it is not difficult. 

                

9. We came to cave area in Dallol.  

                 

10. We went to this cave, passed through is, went out from another side and returned back. This picture was done 

on the way back. We spent here 20 minutes or so. 

                    

11. Then we drove to a boiling lake. There were some dead birds on the shore because the water is not drinkable.  



                 

12. The next stop was here near salt-work. Believe me it is a bit difficult to stay here, to see hard (wearisome) work 

and to make photos.  

                 

13. The next stop was near the lake on the back. It is commonly called at the Internet as an oil lake. Naisgi (he is in 

the middle) said to us that the name is black sea lake. For me it was the most attractive place in Dallol because 

of very contrasting colors (this depends on weather conditions, of course). 

                  

14. This was the last place in the Dallol area. Finally we decided that we can get stuck and due to lack of time we 

returned back not visiting the mountains visible on the back. It was our common decision.  

                 

15. This area looks like Salar de Uyuni in Bolivia which we visited in 2011. Dallol area is interesting but we have 

already visited similar places. First of all we would like to refer to Yellowstone national park in the USA and to 

national parks near Rotorua city in New Zealand. 

                



16. Let us fly. We have lots of photos like this from Salar de Uyuni. 

                

17. We are in Hamed Ela and we are ready to go to Mekele. 

                

18. The last photos in Hamed Ela. I believe that local people were very friendly to us and we like them (children, 

people were we camped, policemen, and, of course, military guard). 

                

19. You can see here more details about rest room in Hamed Ela (toilet on the left-hand side and shower room on 

the right-hand side). By the way, someone cleaned it every day. 

                

20. The toilet from inside. Be sure that you are well trained before the trip. For people, who do not know where this 

place is located in Hamed Ela the position information is given. 

                



21. Temperature measured by car sensors before departure from Hamed Ela. Believe me it is not true. As soon as 

we moved the temperature was reduced up to 37-38 which was an actual temperature. When the car is not 

moved it is heated on sun.  

                

22. A motorway from Mekele to Hamedela is under construction now. Some segments of the road are very good like 

the segment below which goes from Hamed Ela. Unfortunately, the number of such opened segments is small. 

                

23. On the way from Hamed Ela to Mekele. The house on the picture is movable. 

                

24. The rest on the way from Hamed Ela to Mekele. 

                

25. On the way from Hamed Ela to Mekele. 

                



In Mekele our trip to Erta Ale volcano and Dallol depression is completed. Erta Ale is fantastic. In my opinion this volcano 

is the main attraction not only in Ethiopia but also in the world. Unfortunately, the way to the volcano is not appropriate 

for everyone. Potential risks and recent attacks make this area dangerous. To my opinion Ethiopian authorities (including 

authorities in Afar region) has made hard efforts to improve security and they have already got promising results. Let us 

hope that this area will be accessible for the future for more and more people. Although the volcano was not included 

even in 28 finalists of the 7 new natural wonders of the world it undoubtedly has to be selected. We visited all 7 new 

wonders of the world and all 7 new natural wonders of the world. We think that due to uniqueness and potential 

accessibility Erta Ale volcano has to be in the first part of the 7 new natural wonders of the world and we consider this 

volcano as one of the most attractive places we have ever visited. Dallol depression is interesting but not unique (both 

Yellowstone national park in the USA and Rotorua in New Zealand are similar and significantly more secure). We 

consider this area as a valuable extension of our visit to Erta Ale but, of course, as not the main target of the trip.  

The following details were obtained from Samsung Galaxy Note equipped with GPS (created by MyRoutes on Android). 

All responsibility for potential errors is on the MyRoutes program. 

The way on foot in Dallol depression area and elevations 

Elevations 

Minutes from the beginning of the trip
 

The way by car from Hamed Ela to Berhale 

Total distance: 35.84 km (22.3 mi) – this value was given by Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 but we think that actual 

distance is larger and this value is wrong 

Total time: 1:19:11 

Moving time: 51:12 

Average speed: 27.15 km/h (16.9 mi/h) 

Max speed: 89.96 km/h (55.9 mi/h) 

Max elevation: 386 m (1266 ft) 

Min elevation: -107 m (-352 ft) 

The way by car from Berhale to Mekele 

Total distance: 110.29 km (68.5 mi)  

Total time: 3:26:40 

Moving time: 3:12:04 

Average speed: 32.02 km/h (19.9 mi/h) 

Average moving speed: 34.45 km/h (21.4 mi/h) 

Max speed: 83.74 km/h (52.0 mi/h) 



Max elevation: 2406 m (7892 ft) 

Min elevation: 659 m (2162 ft) 

All the details above are checked and the correctness of these details is confirmed by Naisgi (who has long-term 

experience in the Erta Ale area) and Tulahun (who is the main organizer of the tour and who has long term experience in 

tourist sites of Ethiopia). We thank them very much for providing VERY GOOD, COMFORTABLE, FRIENDLY and 

UNFORGETTABLE TOUR. A special file will be dedicated to the tour giving all necessary comments and additional details. 

Please use freely the given details. However if you copy any part of the description above to other documents please 

provide a reference to the original made by Valeri Skliarov & Iouliia Skliarova.  


