
This file presents a brief analysis of the trip to Erta Ale volcano and Dallol Depression in January 2013. It includes the 

following sections: 

1. Similar places on the Earth, which we visited before. 

a. Volcanos. 

b. How many volcanoes have lava lakes? 

c. Places similar to Dallol. 

2. Coffee in Ethiopia. 

3. Equipment and medicine. 

4. Cost comparison.  

5. General conclusion. 

1. Similar places on the Earth, which we visited before. 

 a. Volcanos 

We visited the following known volcanos and two of them (Erta Ale and Yasur) are, in our opinion, the best: 

1. Areal (Costa Rica); 

2. Erta Ale (Ethiopia) – this trip.  

3. Etna (Italy). 

4. Many volcanoes in Iceland, including recently erupted Eyjafjallajökull (Iceland). 

5. Kilauea (Hawai, the USA); 

6. Merapi (Indonesia); 

7. Ozorno (Chile). 

8. Pacaya (Guatemala); 

9. Tungurahua (Equador); 

10. Vesuvius (Italy); 

11. Yasur (Vanuatu); 

 

Four of them (Erta Ale, Kilauela, Pacaya, and Yasur) were with either flowing or emitted lava. It is known that there are 

five lava lakes similar to Erta Ale on the Earth (see additional details below). We now visited two of them (Erta Ale and 

Kilauela). In Kilauela we did not actually see any lava lake, but we saw lava river from helicopter. We think that Erta Ale, 

where we can see lava lake in very closed distance from land, is much more attractive. What are the most remarkable 

volcanos. If we compare four mentioned above volcanos (Erta Ale, Kilauela, Pacaya, and Yasur) then, in our opinion, two 

of them (Erta Ale and Yasur) are the most interesting. They behave differently but both of them are amazing. Pictures 

below show Yasur volcano from Vanuatu. 

           



Volcano Yasur is situaded in Tanna 

Iceland in Vanuatu. Vanuatu is a country 

in Pacific Ocean in approximately 1800 

km from Australia and 1700 km from 

New Zealand. We came to Efate island of 

Vanuatu from Auckland (New Zealand) 

and then flew to Nadi (Fiji). Tanna island 

(see the left map) was visited from Efate 

island. We came to the Yasur volcano two 

times in the evening in two subsequent 

days. 

  

 

 

Pictures below show lava river in Kilauela (photo was made in 2007 from a helicopter) and lava flow in Pacaya volcano 

(photo was made in 2008). 

    

b. How many volcanoes have lava lakes? 

How many volcanoes have lava lakes now which have been actively boiling away for years or decades? Different sources 

give different information, but the following lava lakes are commonly counted (actually just the first 5 lakes are counted 

to be lava lakes): 

1. Erta Ale volcano, Ethiopia (lots of pictures were done in this trip and one of them is given below); 

 



2. Mount Erebus, Antarctica:  

       

http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/featured/5-most-increbile-lava-lakes/9188 

3. Nyiragongo Crater, Democratic Republic of Congo 

             

www.boston.com 

4. Kilauea, Big Island, Hawai, the USA. 

    

scenery-wallpapers.com  

5. Villarrica, Chile. 

       



6. Ambrym, Vanuatu is commonly not considered because it is not really an active lava lake but just a crater filled 

with lava (an active lava lake is like a window directly into the top of a magma chamber as opposed to a crater 

filled with lava): http://uk.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110729101445AA9rl8E . 

          

http://www.geographic.org/photos/volcanoes/volcano_photos_96.html 

c. Places similar to Dallol 

We think that Yellowstone (the first National park in the USA) and national parks near Rotorua (in New Zealand) have 

some similarities with Dallol although they are not the same. Landscape in Dallol is more colorful and you can be closer 

to different sites. The latter is good but it is also more danger (because you can fall through). The pictures below were 

made in 2003 in the Yellowstone National park in the USA. 

  

 

     

The pictures below were made in 2006 and in 2009 in Rotorua area in New Zealand in Waimangu Volcanic Rift Valley 

and nearby, in particular. 

     



      

2. Coffee in Ethiopia. 

Coffee is considered by the majority of people as one of Ethiopian highlights. In our opinion, Ethiopian coffee is, 

perhaps, above average, but not the best. We like coffee very much and we tested coffee in different places in Ethiopia 

(in coffee ceremony, in the best coffee shops in Addis Ababa and in other cities). Such places were recommended by 

lonely planet books and by our local guides. Mainly coffee is strong but the test is not as good as we expected. Smell is 

flavorless and it is more strong than tasty. Of course, this is only our opinion and it might be wrong for other people. In 

our opinion, the best coffee we have ever tested is from Columbia (we bought it in Bogota and types of coffee was 

recommended by our Columbian colleagues. They told us that Columbian coffee bought outside of Columbia is not the 

same. Besides, you should buy coffee in Columbia with labels shown on the left-hand picture below. Try also Columbian 

coffee grain covered with chocolate (see the right-hand picture below). It is indeed very specific. 

     

3. Equipment and medication. 

“List of medication / personal first aid equipment recommended” can be found in 

“High_Risk_Erta_Ale_Fieldwork_RA_form_v2” - www.see.leeds.ac.uk/.../High_Risk_Erta_Ale_Fieldwork_RA_form_v.. 

(search for this word file through the Internet). Our list was slightly different. We took lots of napkins and they were very 

needed and helpful (see example in photo 1 below). Powder in photo 2 below was bought in Germany airport. We 

tested it on us, Tilahun and some other colleagues from our group. You need to drink it with water and you do not want 

to go to toilet longer. It seems that is helps. We do not have any comments from our colleagues but they took it more 

than one time.  

1.   2.  3.   4.   5.      



Photo 3 shows different things against mosquitoes. They were not needed in Erta Ale area and Dallol depression but 

they were needed later on in Ethiopia. Spray 4 is against bruises or something similar. Fortunately we did not use it and I 

do not have any opinion about it. Spray 5 is intended to make your body cooler. We tested it in Dallol depression on us 

and Tilahun and some other colleagues from our group. In our opinion it is useless. We do not have comments from our 

colleagues. I took also Finalgon and some other creams because I had a problem with right knee three weeks before the 

trip. I used some creams (not  Finalgon) moderately and just before going on foot to Erta Ale.   

Pills in pictures below can be used at the first stage of Malaria. It is taken attentively and permits to protect for future 

expansion of the disease. Note that almost all Ethiopia is in malaria area (see http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/home.aspx 

). Although, it is known that malaria does not normally present in high altitudes we followed rules that “in fact nobody 

knows especially in African countries”. We did not use these pills and we did not take any pill against malaria. So, I do 

not have any comment. Please note that pills in pictures below are very expensive.    

   

Pay special attention to medications against diarrhea which is almost unavoidable in Ethiopia. The list of other 

medications (many of which we also took with us) can be found at the end of the document 

High_Risk_Erta_Ale_Fieldwork_RA_form_v2” - www.see.leeds.ac.uk/.../High_Risk_Erta_Ale_Fieldwork_RA_form_v.. 

(search for this word file through the Internet).  

Mainly medications were bought in Portugal and, thus, the names are Portuguese. 

The following electronic equipment was taken with us and almost all items were needed: 

1. Nikon D5000 photo camera (I have a GPS for this camera but there appeared a problem with cable just before 

the trip and I did not take this GPS – I guess it might be useful).  

2. Sony HDR XR500 video camera with embedded GPS.  

3. Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 with embedded GPS. 

4. Panasonic DMC-FT3 photo camera with embedded GPS (it was used as a spare camera). 

5. Garmin Geko 201 GPS. 

6. Watch Casio AQF-100 with embedded thermometer and recording 50 latest values of temperature each half an 

hour.  

7. Indoor/outdoor thermometer that saves maximum and minimum temperatures from 00h00h to 24h00m. We 

used it even to measure our body temperature with external sensor. It looks a bit stupid but measurements 

were quite precise.  

8. Memory for cameras (SD cards) 47 GBytes totally. 

9. One spare accumulator for Nikon D5000 (it was unneeded) and one spare accumulator for Sony HDR XR500 (it 

was needed and both accumulators were empty just before Mekele where it was the end of the trip). 

 

 



4. Cost comparison 

To our experience trips to Africa are the most expensive mainly due to costs of tours and tours are unavoidable unless 

you want just to stay in hotels and seeing nothing. Ethiopia is not an exception. Besides, if you want quality and secure 

tours you have to pay. Mid-range hotels outside of Addis Ababa are not expensive and have average quality. Please 

note, that you should not expect many answers from hotels by e-mails. When you get such answers the prices are 

frequently higher. We booked all hotels in advance but we changed some of them during the trip on cheaper and better 

hotels. There were no problems at all to find them (we had a car and spend 15-20 minutes at maximum for any change). 

Meal is cheap, testy and can be not save unpredictable. Try to avoid fresh juices with added tap water. It is very 

common in Ethiopian restaurants. We took a lot of such juices but we always asked to use bottle water and to bring a 

bottle from which the water has to be used (clearly you pay for such water in addition). We asked also juices without 

any water, but sometimes they were a bit dense.  

We have already made many trips and our cost comparison is the following: 

1. For us Africa as a continent keeps the first place in expenses, i.e. it is the most expensive. America (North, 

Central and South) keeps the second place. Asia keeps the last place (the only exceptions are Japan and South 

Korea).  

2. For Ethiopia as a country. It is also in front of many other countries. If we compare costs per day/per person then 

the most expensive our trip was in Kenya and Tanzania, the second place is in the USA (but we used many flights 

that influenced the cost significantly; flights to Hawaii and Alaska, in particular). The third was the trip around 

the world (London – Australia – New Zealand – Pacific islands – Los Angeles – London). The fourth was Japan and 

South Korea. This trip in Ethiopia is in the group of several trips that have the fifth position. Please also note that 

we bought tickets on special promotion of Lufthansa and they were not expensive and significantly cheaper than 

for the referenced above trips. Thus, being in Ethiopia per day/per person can be seen as one of the most 

expensive our trips with the only exception for the trip in Kenya and Tanzania (once again in Africa). 

3. However, taking into account the quality of our tour and comparison with potential alternatives, we can say that 

the price was reasonable. You should also remember that a good company spends lots of money for providing 

an adequate service and high security. For our trip the Habesha company was just an example of such kind of 

service and security. 

5. General conclusion. 

1. Tour Company. To our view the company is very good and the tour was organized much better than we 

expected. Please note that I am writing just about our case and just about our tour. Obviously we cannot 

guaranty the same quality and the same security for other tours with the same company. Thus, please consider 

all my comments as just comments about our previous tour, which was indeed unforgettable and fantastic. If 

you want to organize similar tours with the same company then all necessary issues need to be discussed by you 

with the company and the future trips might be either the same, or better (I have doubts about this) or worse. 

Any potential future tour is on you own and the Company responsibility.  It is a good idea for future tours to 

present, at least, very short comments about your trip at the Internet which will undoubtedly permit to maintain 

necessary quality of future tours. Good examples of such comments can be found in numerous reports in 

Russian.   

2. What can you expect in Afar region. Our opinion about Afar people is, perhaps, better than in other report. The 

life standards are bad (many former tourists indicated this issue). However, people around us were friendly and 

adequate (may be this is also the results of care from our tour company). I do hope that they also have not bad 

opinion about us. We have been trying to obey local rules and also to be friendly with local people.  



3. What can you expect in other places of Ethiopia. As far as I understand children are not allowed to ask for 

money. However, as soon as grown-up people are not near you can always hear words from known song 

“money, money”. Many people can stay and look at you without saying nothing. The majority of people we met 

were friendly. They would like to talk but they cannot because of the language. What I do not like at all and 

what, in my opinion, should be considered as a warning for Ethiopia, jf course, if the country is interested in 

foreighn tourists (again this is just my opinion) is the following: 

a. Ethiopia has the highest in the world number of guides per tourist. The majority of them expect money. 

We had our guide and besides a local guide everywhere. The local guides, as a rule and with a few 

exceptions, repeat the same things and this was frequently very boring. We finally asked our guide to 

protect us from the local guides.  

b. Attractions and churches cost lots of for foreign people. For many cases it can be seen as just wasting 

money. The entrance fee to Lalibela churches (one of the most interesting places in Ethiopia) is 50 USD 

per foreign people. If you want to use video camera then add 350 Birr (15 Euro). Architecturally many 

churches are not good at all (ex.: island monasteries in islands of Tana lake where in each corner, which 

is in any few meters, you can see a donation box). To my opinion, the main target of churches is to be 

holy places and they cannot be used to gain money as much as possible. This is, of course, my personal 

opinion and it might be wrong. I cannot say this about all churches and local guides. In our case 3 guides 

(one of them was a monk) were indeed helpful for us. 

c. The majority of tourists in Ethiopia have senior age. We almost did not meet young people. 

4. Erta Ale. In my opinion, Erta Ale is a pearl of Ethiopia. Analysis of similar places has clearly demonstrated that 

the volcano with a lava lake is easier accessible than potential alternatives (Kilauela is also easily accessible, but 

strict, and eventually correct, American security rules will not allow you to see the same things as in Ethiopia). 

You can stay on an edge of the crater rim and see the lake from less than 20 meters. I am not sure that this is 

possible for ordinary tourists somewhere else on the Earth. Many Internet sites mention two boiling lava lakes in 

the Erta Ale area. We saw just one lake. We asked Naizgi. He answered «yes, there was another lava lake not far 

from the first lake, but now it is harden». Thus, Naizgi said to us that there is just one boiling lake in Erta Ale 

now. Dallol depression is also very nice and many people can found this place as one of the best colorful land 

they have ever seen.     

If some reference materials (ex.: other volcanos with boiling lava lakes) are copied from other sources I have been trying 

to make a proper reference. In case of any error in such references I am ready to avoid them on request as soon as 

possible. Almost all photo, all video materials and all measurements were made by us.  

Please use freely the given details. However if you copy any part of the description above to other documents please 

provide a reference to the original made by Valeri Skliarov & Iouliia Skliarova. 


